
Instructions (translated from German)

TEAM FPA treatment

Welcome to the experiment and thank you for your participation!

From now on, please do not talk to other participants of the experiment.

General Information

This experiment analyzes economic decision-making. You can earn money in the experiment.

The earnings will be paid to you privately in cash after the experiment ends.

The whole experiment takes approximately two hours and consists of 4 parts. At the beginning

of each part, you will receive detailed instructions. The parts are independent of each other;

decisions made in one part will not affect your earnings in another part. The sum of your earnings

from the 4 parts will constitute your total payoff from the experiment. You will be informed about

your total payoff after completion of the fourth part, and it will be paid out to you in cash at the

end of the experiment.

If you have any questions after the instructions or during the experiment, please raise your

hand. One of the experimenters will come to you and answer your questions in private. For the

sake of linguistic simplicity, we only use masculine terms.

During the experiment, you and the other participants will be asked to make decisions. Some-

times you will interact with other participants. This means that your own decisions as well as the

decisions of other participants can affect your total payoff. This will be determined according to

the rules explained below.

A clock will run down in the top right corner of the screen while you make your decisions.

This informs you of how much time you still have to make your decision. Sometimes this time

restriction is binding and sometimes it is not. The details are explained below. The information

screens, on which you do not need to make any decisions, will disappear when the clock runs out.

Payments

In parts 1-3 of the experiment, the payoffs are expressed in points, not Euros. The points will

be converted into Euros at the end of the experiment. At the beginning of each part you will be

informed of the exchange rate for the conversion. In part 4, the payoffs are expressed in Euros.
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For having shown up on time, you will receive e4 in addition to the money that you can earn

during the experiment.

Anonymity

We only evaluate aggregated data from the experiment and never link names to the data from

the experiment. At the end of the experiment, you will be asked to sign a receipt regarding your

earnings, which serves only for accounting purposes and cannot be linked to your behavior in the

experiment. This experiment will be videotaped. The video records serve the research purpose of

the experiment. Just act natural.

Tools

You will find a pen on your table. Please leave it there when the experiment ends.

Groups

In the experiment, you will be a member of one out of six groups. Each group consists of three

members. The allocation to the groups is random. The groups remain unchanged throughout the

experiment.

Part 1

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 1 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 1 consists of twelve independent auctions. In each auction, you bid in your group for

a good, which has a certain value for you and your group. For each auction, three groups are

randomly matched to bid for a good. We will call this a market (consisting of three groups with

three members each).

Each group member receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each group receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of each auction.

This value is determined independently for each group on a market; it means it is very likely that
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it will be different for different groups in the same auction. The value for each group is drawn

randomly between 0 and 100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and

100 are also possible). Each bidder group knows its own value for the good but not the values of

the other two groups on the market.

Decision Making

In this part, each group will place a bid. Each group decides on a bid simultaneously. The

decision within the group is made in two stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the group bid. You have

30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. After

all group members in your group have entered their suggestions, the second stage starts.

In the second stage, the group has 180 seconds to agree on a common decision. A decision is

considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three group members (you can

see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen). Within the 180 seconds,

all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You can also discuss your

decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a chat window in the left

part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If a group fails to reach a common

decision within 180 seconds, a bid of 0 will be assumed.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

All information can also be found on the screen, which will look like this:
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In the upper area of the screen, you can see your identification number (ID) in your group (e.g.

“Your ID in your group is member 2”). Your ID will be retained for the entire experiment.

On the left side of the screen, you will see a chat window where you can exchange messages

with the other members of the group. To do so, enter your message in the purple field at the

bottom left and then press the enter key (Return/Enter). Your entry will be transmitted to the

computer and appear in the grey area of the window. The other participants in your group will

see your message and you will also see the messages of the other group members above the purple

input field. Important: If you want to send a message, press the enter key (Return/Enter) so that

the text you have written will appear in the grey area.

On the right side of the screen, you will see your group members’ suggestions for the bid. If

you choose to change your bid, you can do it in the center of the screen. Your bid will be changed
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when you enter a new bid in the input field in the middle and click on “Confirm” button. Then

your new bid will replace your previous bid on the right side of the screen.

Payoffs

The group with the highest bid among the three groups wins the auction. This group pays

their bid as the price for the good. Hence, each member in this group earns the following amount

in this auction:

Payoff for each group member = Value of the good – Bid of the group

For example: The three group bids are 80, 60, 40. The group which has bid 80 wins the auction.

Each member of the winning group receives the value of the good and pays 80 points.

If all three groups bid 0, the good will not be sold. If two or three groups have submitted the

same highest bid (greater than 0), it is determined randomly which group wins the auction and

pays for the good.

If a group does not receive the good in an auction, it does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each group member retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception:

see below).

Feedback and Further Auctions

Once an auction ends, a new auction starts with exactly the same rules. There are in total 12

auctions in this part of the experiment. In each auction, the six bidder groups in the room are

randomly re-matched to form two markets. The three members of a group remain unchanged.

At the end of the experiment, one auction is randomly drawn as relevant for your payoff. Your

payoff from Part 1 is based on the points you have earned in this auction (it means: the value

minus the bid if your group won the auction; or zero if your group did not win the auction) plus

the initial endowment of 10 points.
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Attention!

You can also lose money in an auction. If your group wins an auction with a bid that is

above the value of the good, you are going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your ini-

tial endowment (and if it is not enough: from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 2

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 2 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 2 contains only one auction. In this auction, you bid in your group for a good, which has

a certain value for you and your group. Three groups are randomly matched again for the auction

and form a market to bid for a good.

Each group member receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each group receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of the auction.

This value is determined independently for each group on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different groups. The value for each group is drawn randomly between 0 and

100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and 100 are also possible).

Each bidder group knows its own value for the good but not the values of the other two groups on

the market.

Decision Making

In this part, each group will place a bid. Each group decides on a bid simultaneously; there is

no repetition. The decision within the group is made in two stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the group bid. You have
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30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. After

all group members in your group have entered their suggestions, the second stage starts.

In the second stage, the group has 180 seconds to agree on a common decision. A decision is

considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three group members (you can

see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen). Within the 180 seconds,

all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You can also discuss your

decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a chat window in the left

part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If a group fails to reach a common

decision within 180 seconds, a bid of 0 will be assumed.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

End of the Auction

The group with the highest bid among the three groups wins the auction. The group pays the

second highest bid as the price for the good. Hence, each member in this group earns the following

amount in the auction:

Payoff for each group member = Value of the good – The second highest bid on the market

Example: The three group bids are 80, 60, 40; the group which has bid 80 wins the auction.

Each member of the winning group receives the value of the good and pays 60 points.

If all three groups bid 0, the good will not be sold. If two or three groups have submitted the

same highest bid (greater than 0), it is determined randomly, which group wins the auction and
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pays for the good.

If a group does not receive the good in an auction, it does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each group member retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception:

see below).

Attention!

You can also lose money in this auction. If your group pays a price above the value of the good

(=when the second highest bid is higher than the value of the good and you win the auction),

you are going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and if it is not

enough: from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

There is only one auction in Part 2.

Summary

Only two things change in comparison to Part 1:

• There is only one auction.

• The winner of the auction pays the second highest bid on the market for the good.

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 3

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 3 is: 40 Points = 1 Euro

Each group member receives 100 points. Your group can invest any amount between 0 and 100

points (0 and 100 are also possible) in a risky asset and keep the rest. We denote the amount of

points that your group invests in the risky asset as R. With a probability of 50%, the amount R

is multiplied by 2.5; with a probability of 50%, the amount R is lost. Each group member receives
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from their investment either 2.5 × R or nothing with the same probability. Each group member

keeps the amount 100 −R that was not invested.

Decision Making

The decision within the group is again made in two stages, with the group being the same as

in parts 1 and 2.

In the first stage, you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the amount R to be

invested. You have 30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click the

“Next” button. If you do not make a suggestion before the time is up, you will be automatically

taken to the second stage without a suggestion.

In the second stage, the group has 120 seconds to agree on a decision on the amount R to be

invested. A decision is considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three

group members (you can see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen).

Within the 180 seconds, all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You

can also discuss your decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a

chat window in the left part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If your group fails to reach a common

decision in 120 seconds, you will not earn any money in part 3.

After a valid decision, the computer will simulate the investment and you will find out how

much you have earned.

Part 4

In this part, we ask your group to solve 8 problems. All of them have the same structure.

You see a box with a matrix, i.e. a rectangular pattern of different symbols. Each matrix has

3 rows and 3 columns. The symbol in the lower right corner is missing. Below the matrix, there
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are 6 symbols to choose from. Only one of them fits into the pattern and should replace the empty

field. Here is an example.

The correct solution is “Number 5”. The task for your group is to identify the correct symbol.

Once you are done with one problem, the next problem will appear on the screen. You cannot go

back to the previous answers once you have submitted a solution. For each correct solution, each

group member receives 50 Cents. If the answer is wrong, you will not get anything.

The decision within the group is again made in two stages:

In the first stage you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the correct symbol. You

have 30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click the “Next” Button. If

you do not make a suggestion before the time is up, you will be automatically taken to the second

stage without a suggestion.

In the second stage, the group has 60 seconds to agree on the correct symbol. A decision is

considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three group members (you can

see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen). Within the 60 seconds,

all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You can also discuss your

10



decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a chat window in the left

part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If your group fails to reach a common

decision in 60 seconds, you will not earn any money for the respective problem.

At the end of part 4, you will learn how many problems your group has solved correctly.

Before we pay out your earnings to you in cash, we ask you to fill out a short questionnaire.

Then the experiment ends.
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IND FPA treatment

Welcome to the experiment and thank you for your participation!

From now on, please do not talk to other participants of the experiment.

General Information

This experiment analyzes economic decision-making. You can earn money in the experiment.

The earnings will be paid to you privately in cash after the experiment ends.

The whole experiment takes approximately two hours and consists of 4 parts. At the beginning

of each part, you will receive detailed instructions. The parts are independent of each other;

decisions made in one part will not affect your earnings in another part. The sum of your earnings

from the 4 parts will constitute your total payoff from the experiment. You will be informed about

your total payoff after completion of the fourth part, and it will be paid out to you in cash at the

end of the experiment.

If you have any questions after the instructions or during the experiment, please raise your

hand. One of the experimenters will come to you and answer your questions in private. For the

sake of linguistic simplicity, we only use masculine terms.

During the experiment, you and the other participants will be asked to make decisions. Some-

times you will interact with other participants. This means that your own decisions as well as the

decisions of other participants can affect your total payoff. This will be determined according to

the rules explained below.

A clock will run down in the top right corner of the screen while you make your decisions.

This informs you of how much time you still have to make your decision. Sometimes this time

restriction is binding and sometimes it is not. The details are explained below. The information

screens, on which you do not need to make any decisions, will disappear when the clock runs out.

Payments

In parts 1-3 of the experiment, the payoffs are expressed in points, not Euros. The points will

be converted into Euros at the end of the experiment. At the beginning of each part you will be

informed of the exchange rate for the conversion. In part 4, the payoffs are expressed in Euros.

For having shown up on time, you will receive e4 in addition to the money that you can earn

during the experiment.
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Anonymity

We only evaluate aggregated data from the experiment and never link names to the data from

the experiment. At the end of the experiment, you will be asked to sign a receipt regarding your

earnings, which serves only for accounting purposes and cannot be linked to your behavior in the

experiment. This experiment will be videotaped. The video records serve the research purpose of

the experiment. Just act natural.

Tools

You will find a pen on your table. Please leave it there when the experiment ends.

Part 1

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 1 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 1 consists of twelve independent auctions. In each auction, you bid for a good, which has

a certain value for you and for the other bidders. For each auction, three out of six participants

are randomly matched to bid for a good. We will call this a market (consisting of three bidders).

Each bidder receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each bidder receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of each auction.

This value is determined independently for each bidder on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different bidders in the same auction. The value for each bidder is drawn

randomly between 0 and 100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and

100 are also possible). Each bidder knows his own value for the good but not the values of the

other two bidders on the market.

Decision Making
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In this part, each bidder will place a bid. Each bidder decides on a bid simultaneously. The

decision is made in two stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked for a suggestion for the bid. You have 30 seconds to enter

a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. This suggestion is not

visible to the other bidders.

In the second stage, you have 180 seconds to explain your suggestion (You will see your sug-

gestion from the first stage in the right part of the screen). The explanation is entered into the

left part of the screen and it is not visible for all other bidders. Within the 180 seconds, you can

modify your suggestion from the first stage once. When you are finished, please click on “Next”.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

All information can also be found on the screen, which will look like this:
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On the left area of the screen you see a window, in which you can explain your choice of the

bid. For this, please enter in the purple input field how and why you decided on your bid. When

you are done with your explanation press the enter key (Return/Enter). Your explanation will

then be transmitted to the computer and appear in the grey area of the window. Important: Press

Enter in any case such that the explanation you wrote appears in the grey area.

On the right side of the screen, you see your suggestion for the bid from the first stage that you

can either confirm or change. If you decide to confirm your bid, click on “I want to confirm my

bid” and then on “Next”. If you choose to change your bid, click on “I want to change my bid”

and then on “Next”. Thereafter you will see an input field where you can enter your new bid.

Payoffs

The bidder with the highest bid among the three bidders wins the auction. He pays his bid as

the price for the good.

Payoff for the bidder = Value of the good – Bid of the bidder

For example: The three bids are 80, 60, 40; the bidder who has bid 80 wins the auction. This

bidder receives the value of the good and pays 80 points.

If all three bidders bid 0, the good will not be sold. If two or three bidders have submitted the

same highest bid (greater than 0), it is determined randomly which bidder wins the auction and

pays for the good.

If a bidder does not receive the good in an auction, he does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each bidder retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception: see below).

Feedback and Further Auctions

Once an auction ends, a new auction starts with exactly the same rules. There are in total 12

auctions in this part of the experiment. In each auction, the six bidders in the room are randomly
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re-matched to form two markets. Again, each market consists of three bidders.

At the end of the experiment, one auction is randomly drawn as relevant for your payoff. Your

payoff from Part 1 is based on the points you have earned in this auction (it means: the value

minus the bid if you won the auction; or zero if you did not win the auction) plus the initial

endowment of 10 points.

Attention!

You can also lose money in an auction. If you win an auction with a bid that is above the value

of the good, you are going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and

if it is not enough: from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 2

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 2 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 2 contains only one auction. In this auction, you bid for a good, which has a certain value

for you and for the other bidders. Three bidders are randomly matched again for the auction and

form a market to bid for a good.

Each bidder receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each bidder receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of the auction.

This value is determined independently for each bidder on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different bidders. The value for each bidder is drawn randomly between 0

and 100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and 100 are also possible).

Each bidder knows his own value for the good but not the values of the other two bidders on the
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market.

Decision Making

In this part, each bidder will place a bid. Each bidder decides on a bid simultaneously; there

is no repetition. Again, the decision is made in two stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked for a suggestion for the bid. You have 30 seconds to enter

a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. This suggestion is not

visible to the other bidders.

In the second stage, you have 180 seconds to explain your suggestion (You will see your sug-

gestion from the first stage in the right part of the screen). The explanation is entered into the

left part of the screen and it is not visible for all other bidders. Within the 180 seconds, you can

modify your suggestion from the first stage once. When you are finished, please click on “Next”.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

End of the Auction

The bidder with the highest bid among the three bidders wins the auction. The bidder pays

the second highest bid on the market as the price for the good.

Payoff for the bidder = Value of the good – The second highest bid on the market

Example: The three bids are 80, 60, 40; the bidder who has bid 80 wins the auction. This

bidder receives the value of the good and pays 60 points.

If all three bidders bid 0, the good will not be sold. If two or three bidders have submitted the

same highest bid (greater than 0), it is determined randomly, which bidder wins the auction and

pays for the good.

If a bidder does not receive the good in an auction, he does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each bidder retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception: see below).
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Attention!

You can also lose money in this auction. If you pay a price above the value of the good (=when

the second highest bid is higher than the value of the good and you win the auction), you are

going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and if it is not enough:

from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

There is only one auction in Part 2.

Summary

Only two things change in comparison to Part 1:

• There is only one auction.

• The winner of the auction pays the second highest bid on the market for the good.

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 3

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 3 is: 40 Points = 1 Euro

Each participant receives 100 points. You can invest any amount between 0 and 100 points (0

and 100 are also possible) in a risky asset and keep the rest. We denote the amount of points that

you invest in the risky asset as R. With a probability of 50%, the amount R is multiplied by 2.5;

with a probability of 50%, the amount R is lost. Each participant receives from their investment

either 2.5 × R or nothing with the same probability. Each participant keeps the amount 100 − R

that was not invested.

Decision Making

You have 150 seconds to decide on the amount R to be invested. If you fail to make a decision

within 150 seconds, you will not earn any money in part 3.
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After a valid decision, the computer will simulate the investment and you will find out how

much you have earned.

Part 4

In this part, we ask you to solve 8 problems. All of them have the same structure.

You see a box with a matrix, i.e. a rectangular pattern of different symbols. Each matrix has

3 rows and 3 columns. The symbol in the lower right corner is missing. Below the matrix, there

are 6 symbols to choose from. Only one of them fits into the pattern and should replace the empty

field. Here is an example.

The correct solution is “Number 5”. Your task is to identify the correct symbol. Once you are

done with one problem, the next problem will appear on the screen. You cannot go back to the

previous answers once you have submitted a solution.

For each problem you have 90 seconds to solve it. For each correct solution you receive 50

Cents. If the answer is wrong or you fail to provide an answer within the time limit, you will not

get anything.
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At the end of part 4, you will learn how many problems you have solved correctly.

Before we pay out your earnings to you in cash, we ask you to fill out a short questionnaire. Then

the experiment ends.
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TEAM EA treatment

Welcome to the experiment and thank you for your participation!

From now on, please do not talk to other participants of the experiment.

General Information

This experiment analyzes economic decision-making. You can earn money in the experiment.

The earnings will be paid to you privately in cash after the experiment ends.

The whole experiment takes approximately two hours and consists of 4 parts. At the beginning

of each part, you will receive detailed instructions. The parts are independent of each other;

decisions made in one part will not affect your earnings in another part. The sum of your earnings

from the 4 parts will constitute your total payoff from the experiment. You will be informed about

your total payoff after completion of the fourth part, and it will be paid out to you in cash at the

end of the experiment.

If you have any questions after the instructions or during the experiment, please raise your

hand. One of the experimenters will come to you and answer your questions in private. For the

sake of linguistic simplicity, we only use masculine terms.

During the experiment, you and the other participants will be asked to make decisions. Some-

times you will interact with other participants. This means that your own decisions as well as the

decisions of other participants can affect your total payoff. This will be determined according to

the rules explained below.

A clock will run down in the top right corner of the screen while you make your decisions.

This informs you of how much time you still have to make your decision. Sometimes this time

restriction is binding and sometimes it is not. The details are explained below. The information

screens, on which you do not need to make any decisions, will disappear when the clock runs out.

Payments

In parts 1-3 of the experiment, the payoffs are expressed in points, not Euros. The points will

be converted into Euros at the end of the experiment. At the beginning of each part you will be

informed of the exchange rate for the conversion. In part 4, the payoffs are expressed in Euros.

For having shown up on time, you will receive e4 in addition to the money that you can earn

during the experiment.
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Anonymity

We only evaluate aggregated data from the experiment and never link names to the data from

the experiment. At the end of the experiment, you will be asked to sign a receipt regarding your

earnings, which serves only for accounting purposes and cannot be linked to your behavior in the

experiment. This experiment will be videotaped. The video records serve the research purpose of

the experiment. Just act natural.

Tools

You will find a pen on your table. Please leave it there when the experiment ends.

Groups

In the experiment, you will be a member of one out of six groups. Each group consists of three

members. The allocation to the groups is random. The groups remain unchanged throughout the

experiment.

Part 1

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 1 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 1 consists of eight independent auctions. In each auction, you bid in your group for

a good, which has a certain value for you and your group. For each auction, three groups are

randomly matched to bid for a good. We will call this a market (consisting of three groups with

three members each).

Each group member receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each group receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of each auction.

This value is determined independently for each group on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different groups in the same auction. The value for each group is drawn
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randomly between 0 and 100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and

100 are also possible). Each bidder group knows its own value for the good but not the values of

the other two groups on the market.

Bidding rounds in an auction

Each auction consists of bidding rounds.

At the beginning of each auction (before the first bidding round) all groups on the market learn

their value of the good for this auction.

At the beginning of each bidding round all groups on the market are informed of the current price

in the auction and the status of the three bidding groups, i.e., which groups are still in the auction

and which groups have already left the auction.

The current price in the first bidding round is zero. From the second bidding round onwards,

the current price equals the highest bid from the previous bidding round. For example, in the

second bidding round the current price is the highest bid from the first bidding round. However,

in each round the current price must be overbid by a so-called increment. This means, that

the minimum bid in every round is the current price (=the highest bid from the previous round)

plus the increment.

Minimum bid = current price + increment

The size of the increment depends on the current price. The table below shows, how the

increment depends on the current price.

Conditions Increment Minimum bid

Current price in this round ≤ 30 10 Current price + 10

30 < current price in this round ≤ 45 5 Current price + 5

45 < current price in this round ≤ 90 3 Current price + 3

Current price in this round > 90 2 Current price + 2

The minimum bid in the first bidding round is therefore 10 points. Certainly, you can also

make higher bids if you wish.
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Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

Decision Making

In every bidding round each group on the market decides as follows: Either to make a bid that

is equal to or larger than the minimum bid; or to exit the auction. Within each group this decision

is made in two stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the group bid (of course,

the suggestion can also be to exit the auction). You have 30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the

middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. After all group members in your group have

entered their suggestions, the second stage starts.

In the second stage, the group has 45 seconds to agree on a common decision. A decision is

considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three group members (you can

see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen). Within the 45 seconds,

all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You can also discuss your

decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a chat window in the left

part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If a group fails to reach a common

decision within 45 seconds, this group exits the auction.

If a group exits the auction, this auction is ended for this group. It is not possible to re-enter

this auction at a later stage.

All information can also be found on the screen, which will look like this:
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In the upper area of the screen, you can see your identification number (ID) in your group (e.g.

“Your ID in your group is member 2”). Your ID will be retained for the entire experiment.

On the left side of the screen, you will see a chat window where you can exchange messages

with the other members of the group. To do so, enter your message in the purple field at the

bottom left and then press the enter key (Return/Enter). Your entry will be transmitted to the

computer and appear in the grey area of the window. The other participants in your group will

see your message and you will also see the messages of the other group members above the purple

input field. Important: If you want to send a message, press the enter key (Return/Enter) so that

the text you have written will appear in the grey area.

On the right side of the screen, you will see your group members’ suggestions for the bid. If

you choose to change your bid, you can do it in the center of the screen. Your bid will be changed
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when you enter a new bid in the input field in the middle and click on “Confirm” button. Then

your new bid will replace your previous bid on the right side of the screen.

Payoffs

An auction ends when there is only one out of the three groups left in the auction. This group

pays their bid from the last bidding round as the price for the good. Hence, each member in this

group earns the following amount in this auction:

Payoff for each group member = Value of the good – Bid of his group in the last bidding round

If all three groups on the market exit the auction in the first round, the good will not be sold.

If two or three groups exit simultaneously in a later bidding round, the good will be randomly

allocated to one of the groups who were still present in the previous bidding round. This group

will pay their bid from the previous round for the good.

If a group does not receive the good in an auction, it does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each group member retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception:

see below).

Feedback and Further Auctions

Once an auction ends, a new auction starts with exactly the same rules. There are in total 8

auctions in this part of the experiment. In each auction, the six bidder groups in the room are

randomly re-matched to form two markets. The three members of a group remain unchanged.

At the end of the experiment, one auction is randomly drawn as relevant for your payoff. Your

payoff from Part 1 is based on the points you have earned in this auction (it means: the value

minus the price if your group won the auction; or zero if your group did not win the auction) plus

the initial endowment of 10 points.

Attention!
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You can also lose money in an auction. If your group pays a price that is above the value of

the good, you are going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and if

it is not enough: from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 2

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 2 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 2 contains only one auction. In this auction, you bid in your group for a good, which has

a certain value for you and your group. Three groups are randomly matched again for the auction

and form a market to bid for a good.

Each group member receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each group receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of the auction.

This value is determined independently for each group on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different groups. The value for each group is drawn randomly between 0 and

100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and 100 are also possible).

Each bidder group knows its own value for the good but not the values of the other two groups on

the market.

Decision Making

In this part, each group will place a bid. Each group decides on a bid simultaneously; there

are no bidding rounds and there is no repetition. The decision within the group is made in two

stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the group bid. You have

30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. After

all group members in your group have entered their suggestions, the second stage starts.
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In the second stage, the group has 180 seconds to agree on a common decision. A decision is

considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three group members (you can

see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen). Within the 180 seconds,

all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You can also discuss your

decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a chat window in the left

part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If a group fails to reach a common

decision within 180 seconds, a bid of 0 will be assumed.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

End of the Auction

The group with the highest bid among the three groups wins the auction. The group pays the

second highest bid as the price for the good. Hence, each member in this group earns the following

amount in the auction:

Payoff for each group member = Value of the good – The second highest bid on the market

Example: The three group bids are 80, 60, 40; the group which has bid 80 wins the auction.

Each member of the winning group receives the value of the good and pays 60 points.

If all three groups bid 0, the good will not be sold. If two or three groups have submitted the

same highest bid (greater than 0), it is determined randomly, which group wins the auction and

pays for the good.
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If a group does not receive the good in an auction, it does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each group member retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception:

see below).

Attention!

You can also lose money in this auction. If your group pays a price above the value of the good

(=when the second highest bid is higher than the value of the good and you win the auction),

you are going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and if it is not

enough: from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

There is only one auction in Part 2.

Summary

Only three things change in comparison to Part 1:

• There is only one auction.

• Every group only makes one bid; there are no bidding rounds.

• The winner of the auction pays the second highest bid on the market for the good.

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 3

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 3 is: 40 Points = 1 Euro

Each group member receives 100 points. Your group can invest any amount between 0 and 100

points (0 and 100 are also possible) in a risky asset and keep the rest. We denote the amount of

points that your group invests in the risky asset as R. With a probability of 50%, the amount R

is multiplied by 2.5; with a probability of 50%, the amount R is lost. Each group member receives

from their investment either 2.5 × R or nothing with the same probability. Each group member
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keeps the amount 100 −R that was not invested.

Decision Making

The decision within the group is again made in two stages, with the group being the same as

in parts 1 and 2.

In the first stage, you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the amount R to be

invested. You have 30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click the

“Next” button. If you do not make a suggestion before the time is up, you will be automatically

taken to the second stage without a suggestion.

In the second stage, the group has 120 seconds to agree on a decision on the amount R to be

invested. A decision is considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three

group members (you can see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen).

Within the 180 seconds, all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You

can also discuss your decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a

chat window in the left part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If your group fails to reach a common

decision in 120 seconds, you will not earn any money in part 3.

After a valid decision, the computer will simulate the investment and you will find out how

much you have earned.

Part 4

In this part, we ask your group to solve 8 problems. All of them have the same structure.

You see a box with a matrix, i.e. a rectangular pattern of different symbols. Each matrix has

3 rows and 3 columns. The symbol in the lower right corner is missing. Below the matrix, there
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are 6 symbols to choose from. Only one of them fits into the pattern and should replace the empty

field. Here is an example.

The correct solution is “Number 5”. The task for your group is to identify the correct symbol.

Once you are done with one problem, the next problem will appear on the screen. You cannot go

back to the previous answers once you have submitted a solution. For each correct solution, each

group member receives 50 Cents. If the answer is wrong, you will not get anything.

The decision within the group is again made in two stages:

In the first stage you will be asked individually for a suggestion for the correct symbol. You

have 30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click the “Next” Button. If

you do not make a suggestion before the time is up, you will be automatically taken to the second

stage without a suggestion.

In the second stage, the group has 60 seconds to agree on the correct symbol. A decision is

considered valid only if exactly the same decision is entered by all three group members (you can

see the decisions of your group members in the right part of your screen). Within the 60 seconds,

all group members can modify their decisions as often as they want. You can also discuss your
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decisions with the other group members – this discussion takes place in a chat window in the left

part of the screen.

The following rules apply for the chat: (i) conversation in German; (ii) no insults, threats

or similar violations of etiquette; (iii) no information that would allow to identify you (e.g. seat

number, name, gender, field of study etc.). If you break these rules, you will be excluded from the

experiment.

The chat should help you to coordinate within the group. If your group fails to reach a common

decision in 60 seconds, you will not earn any money for the respective problem.

At the end of part 4, you will learn how many problems your group has solved correctly.

Before we pay out your earnings to you in cash, we ask you to fill out a short questionnaire.

Then the experiment ends.
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IND EA treatment

Welcome to the experiment and thank you for your participation!

From now on, please do not talk to other participants of the experiment.

General Information

This experiment analyzes economic decision-making. You can earn money in the experiment.

The earnings will be paid to you privately in cash after the experiment ends.

The whole experiment takes approximately two hours and consists of 4 parts. At the beginning

of each part, you will receive detailed instructions. The parts are independent of each other;

decisions made in one part will not affect your earnings in another part. The sum of your earnings

from the 4 parts will constitute your total payoff from the experiment. You will be informed about

your total payoff after completion of the fourth part, and it will be paid out to you in cash at the

end of the experiment.

If you have any questions after the instructions or during the experiment, please raise your

hand. One of the experimenters will come to you and answer your questions in private. For the

sake of linguistic simplicity, we only use masculine terms.

During the experiment, you and the other participants will be asked to make decisions. Some-

times you will interact with other participants. This means that your own decisions as well as the

decisions of other participants can affect your total payoff. This will be determined according to

the rules explained below.

A clock will run down in the top right corner of the screen while you make your decisions.

This informs you of how much time you still have to make your decision. Sometimes this time

restriction is binding and sometimes it is not. The details are explained below. The information

screens, on which you do not need to make any decisions, will disappear when the clock runs out.

Payments

In parts 1-3 of the experiment, the payoffs are expressed in points, not Euros. The points will

be converted into Euros at the end of the experiment. At the beginning of each part you will be

informed of the exchange rate for the conversion. In part 4, the payoffs are expressed in Euros.

For having shown up on time, you will receive e4 in addition to the money that you can earn

during the experiment.
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Anonymity

We only evaluate aggregated data from the experiment and never link names to the data from

the experiment. At the end of the experiment, you will be asked to sign a receipt regarding your

earnings, which serves only for accounting purposes and cannot be linked to your behavior in the

experiment. This experiment will be videotaped. The video records serve the research purpose of

the experiment. Just act natural.

Tools

You will find a pen on your table. Please leave it there when the experiment ends.

Part 1

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 1 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 1 consists of eight independent auctions. In each auction, you bid for a good, which has

a certain value for you and for the other bidders. For each auction, three out of six participants

are randomly matched to bid for a good. We will call this a market (consisting of three bidders).

Each bidder receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each bidder receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of each auction.

This value is determined independently for each bidder on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different bidders in the same auction. The value for each bidder is drawn

randomly between 0 and 100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and

100 are also possible). Each bidder knows his own value for the good but not the values of the

other two bidders on the market.

Bidding rounds in an auction
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Each auction consists of bidding rounds.

At the beginning of each auction (before the first bidding round) all bidders on the market

learn their value of the good for this auction.

At the beginning of each bidding round all bidders on the market are informed of the current price

in the auction and the status of the other bidders, i.e., which bidders are still in the auction and

which bidders have already left the auction.

The current price in the first bidding round is zero. From the second bidding round onwards,

the current price equals the highest bid from the previous bidding round. For example, in the

second bidding round the current price is the highest bid from the first bidding round. However,

in each round the current price must be overbid by a so-called increment. This means, that the

minimum bid in every round is the current price (=the highest bid from the previous round)

plus the increment.

Minimum bid = current price + increment

The size of the increment depends on the current price. The table below shows, how the

increment depends on the current price.

Conditions Increment Minimum bid

Current price in this round ≤ 30 10 Current price + 10

30 < current price in this round ≤ 45 5 Current price + 5

45 < current price in this round ≤ 90 3 Current price + 3

Current price in this round > 90 2 Current price + 2

The minimum bid in the first bidding round is therefore 10 points. Certainly, you can also

make higher bids if you wish.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

Decision Making

In every bidding round each bidder on the market decides as follows: Either he makes a bid

that is equal to or larger than the minimum bid; or he exits the auction. For every bidder this

decision is made in two stages:
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In the first stage, you will be asked for a suggestion for the bid (of course, the suggestion can

also be to exit the auction). You have 30 seconds to enter a suggestion in the middle of the screen

and click on the “Next” button. This suggestion is not visible to the other bidders.

In the second stage, you have 45 seconds to explain your suggestion (You will see your sugges-

tion from the first stage in the right part of the screen). The explanation is entered into the left

part of the screen and it is not visible for all other bidders. Within the 45 seconds, you can modify

your suggestion from the first stage once respectively revise your decision to exit the auction once.

When you are finished, please click on “Next”.

If a bidder exits the auction, this auction is ended for this bidder. It is not possible to re-enter

this auction at a later stage.

All information can also be found on the screen, which will look like this:
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On the left area of the screen you see a window, in which you can explain your choice of the

bid. For this, please enter in the purple input field how and why you decided on your bid. When

you are done with your explanation press the enter key (Return/Enter). Your explanation will

then be transmitted to the computer and appear in the grey area of the window. Important: Press

Enter in any case such that the explanation you wrote appears in the grey area.

On the right side of the screen, you see your suggestion for the bid from the first stage that you

can either confirm or change. If you decide to confirm your bid, click on “I want to confirm my

bid” and then on “Next”. If you choose to change your bid, click on “I want to change my bid”

and then on “Next”. Thereafter you will see an input field where you can enter your new bid.

Payoffs An auction ends when there is only one out of the three bidders left in the auction.

This bidder pays his bid from the last bidding round as the price for the good.

Payoff for the bidder = Value of the good – Bid in the last bidding round

If all three bidders on the market exit the auction in the first round, the good will not be sold.

If two or three bidders exit simultaneously in a later bidding round, the good will be randomly

allocated to one of the bidders who were still present in the previous bidding round. This bidder

will pay his bid from the previous round for the good.

If a bidder does not receive the good in an auction, he does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each bidder retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception: see below).

Feedback and Further Auctions

Once an auction ends, a new auction starts with exactly the same rules. There are in total 8

auctions in this part of the experiment. In each auction, the six bidders in the room are randomly

re-matched to form two markets. Again, each market consists of three bidders.

At the end of the experiment, one auction is randomly drawn as relevant for your payoff. Your
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payoff from Part 1 is based on the points you have earned in this auction (it means: the value

minus the price if you won the auction; or zero if you did not win the auction) plus the initial

endowment of 10 points.

Attention!

You can also lose money in an auction. If you pay a price that is above the value of the good,

you are going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and if it is not

enough: from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 2

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 2 is: 3 Points = 1 Euro

Auctions

Part 2 contains only one auction. In this auction, you bid for a good, which has a certain value

for you and for the other bidders. Three bidders are randomly matched again for the auction and

form a market to bid for a good.

Each bidder receives a one-time initial endowment of 10 points.

Value of the Good

Each bidder receives information about the value of the good at the beginning of the auction.

This value is determined independently for each bidder on a market; it means it is very likely that

it will be different for different bidders. The value for each bidder is drawn randomly between 0

and 100 points. Every value between 0 and 100 is equally likely (where 0 and 100 are also possible).

Each bidder knows his own value for the good but not the values of the other two bidders on the

market.

Decision Making

38



In this part, each bidder will place a bid. Each bidder decides on a bid simultaneously; there

are no bidding rounds and there is no repetition. Again, the decision is made in two stages:

In the first stage, you will be asked for a suggestion for the bid. You have 30 seconds to enter

a suggestion in the middle of the screen and click on the “Next” button. This suggestion is not

visible to the other bidders.

In the second stage, you have 180 seconds to explain your suggestion (You will see your sug-

gestion from the first stage in the right part of the screen). The explanation is entered into the

left part of the screen and it is not visible for all other bidders. Within the 180 seconds, you can

modify your suggestion from the first stage once. When you are finished, please click on “Next”.

Bids must always be integer numbers. The highest possible bid is 110 points.

End of the Auction

The bidder with the highest bid among the three bidders wins the auction. The bidder pays

the second highest bid on the market as the price for the good.

Payoff for the bidder = Value of the good – The second highest bid on the market

Example: The three bids are 80, 60, 40; the bidder who has bid 80 wins the auction. This

bidder receives the value of the good and pays 60 points.

If all three bidders bid 0, the good will not be sold. If two or three bidders have submitted the

same highest bid (greater than 0), it is determined randomly, which bidder wins the auction and

pays for the good.

If a bidder does not receive the good in an auction, he does not earn anything in this auction.

However, each bidder retains the initial endowment of 10 points (with one exception: see below).

Attention!

You can also lose money in this auction. If you pay a price above the value of the good (=when
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the second highest bid is higher than the value of the good and you win the auction), you are

going to make losses! Losses are deducted from your initial endowment (and if it is not enough:

from your earnings from the other parts of the experiment).

There is only one auction in Part 2.

Summary

Only three things change in comparison to Part 1:

• There is only one auction.

• Every bidder only makes one bid; there are no bidding rounds.

• The winner of the auction pays the second highest bid on the market for the good.

If you have any questions, please raise your hand. An experimenter will come to you and

answer your questions.

Part 3

Exchange Rate

The exchange rate in part 3 is: 40 Points = 1 Euro

Each participant receives 100 points. You can invest any amount between 0 and 100 points (0

and 100 are also possible) in a risky asset and keep the rest. We denote the amount of points that

you invest in the risky asset as R. With a probability of 50%, the amount R is multiplied by 2.5;

with a probability of 50%, the amount R is lost. Each participant receives from their investment

either 2.5 × R or nothing with the same probability. Each participant keeps the amount 100 − R

that was not invested.

Decision Making

You have 150 seconds to decide on the amount R to be invested. If you fail to make a decision

within 150 seconds, you will not earn any money in part 3.
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After a valid decision, the computer will simulate the investment and you will find out how

much you have earned.

Part 4

In this part, we ask you to solve 8 problems. All of them have the same structure.

You see a box with a matrix, i.e. a rectangular pattern of different symbols. Each matrix has

3 rows and 3 columns. The symbol in the lower right corner is missing. Below the matrix, there

are 6 symbols to choose from. Only one of them fits into the pattern and should replace the empty

field. Here is an example.

The correct solution is “Number 5”. Your task is to identify the correct symbol. Once you are

done with one problem, the next problem will appear on the screen. You cannot go back to the

previous answers once you have submitted a solution.

For each problem you have 90 seconds to solve it. For each correct solution you receive 50

Cents. If the answer is wrong or you fail to provide an answer within the time limit, you will not

get anything.
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At the end of part 4, you will learn how many problems you have solved correctly.

Before we pay out your earnings to you in cash, we ask you to fill out a short questionnaire.

Then the experiment ends.
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